Martha Ann Hyde

Martha Ann Hyde, daug’}lter of Rosel Hy(].e and Mary Ann Cowles,
became a third generation member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-clay
Saints when she was baptize(l on 28 Septem]:)er 1851. Her g'ran(lparents,
Polly Tilton and Heman Hycle, had accepted the gospel in 1834. Heman and
Polly took their family and moved to Kirtland in 1835. Martha's parents met
during’ this time and were married in Quincy, Hancock Co., Ill. Martha was

the first of twelve children born to this union. She was born in Payson,
Adams Co., Ill. on the 20 Mar 1841.

Her parents suffered many persecutions, along’ with the other Saints.
Martha often told of Leing’ hastily bundled into a wagon Ly her parents, and
loolzing’ back to see their home in flames. Althoug’h a tiny g‘irl when it
happened, Martha remembered sitting on the Prophet ]oseph's lznee, and
spolze of his love for children.

When the prophet]oseph and his brother Hyrum were slain at Cart}lage
jail, Martha was three years old. Her family gat}lere(l in Nauvoo with the
other Saints. From here they l)eg'an their long journey to the Roclzy
Mountains. They were in the last company to leave Nauvoo. Tlley wintered
in Council Bluffs, and in the spring of 1848 began the journey across the
plains to the Great Salt Lake Valley. She was seven years old (].uring’ this
journey in covered wagons, and remembered wallzing’ much of the way, helping’
drive the cattle. She and her family went throug’h many of the trials and

experiences common to all the piloneers.

Her g’irlhood was spent amid ploneer Conditions, new homes and cities
Leing’ built. It wasa roug’h, hard way of living’ and of arduous toil. The family
lived in the Salt Lake City area for four years, then when Martha was twelve,
tlley moved to Kaysviue to make a permanent home. They received their

allotment of farmland and procee(].ecl to build a home from available materials.

Martha and her family were faithful Saints, {ouowing’ the teaching’s of

the Prophet. On 30 March 1856, ten days after her fifteenth I)irtlu].ay,
Martha entered into plural marriage, Lecoming’ the second wife of Edward
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Hunter. He was 20 years her senior, and had been married 13 years to Mary
Ann Whitesides.

When ]ohnston's army came to Utah, the families moved south. They
were preparecl to burn their homes if the army did not lzeep their agreement
to camp outside the city and leave the homes unmolested. The Hunter {amily
moved to Payson, Utah until the Saints were able to return to their homes.
While there, Edward heard from the other settlers of the g’oocl possil)ilities for
agriculture and stock raising in Willow Creek (now known as Grantsville).
When the dang’er was over, the {amily returned to Kaysvi]le. Their first child,
Rosel, was born here when Martha was eig’llteen. Edward then moved his
families to Willow Creelz, and the rest of the children were born there.

He received some farmland and laegan the ]:)uil(ling’ up of that
community and his own property. Sheep raising and farming' became the
family occupations. Martha lived with her children about one mile from the
center of the settlement, on the Hunter farm. She was a loyal, patient, loving'
wife and mother, and in trials incident to a polyg’amous marriage, was
Continuously patient and enduring’ to a remarkable deg’ree. She never doubted
her husband's love or the truth of the principle.

Martha taugllt the children in the Hunter home, their reading’, writing
and numbers until schools were established. Churches and houses were built
of "dobies" (sun])alzed adobe lariclzs). This method of l)uilding’ was learned
from the Mexican Indians ]oy the Mormon Battalion members on their march
to Mexico. She raised her family in strict Latter-(lay Saint discipline. The
children attended the Church Sunclay School and Sacrament meetings. They
did the necessary work about the farm and herded the sheep out on the ranges.
The l)oys, when very young, had the responsil)ility of talzing care of the herd.
Their mother would be Watching for them when tlley came home for supplies
and would come out to meet them and hear what new perils they had gomne
throug’h. Sometimes they had lost a Water-lzeg’ from their wagon and had to
lzeep the herd going extra clays before they could find water to make camp.
Sometimes they had killed a bear or a mountain lion, or a horse had broken
his leg’ in the rock crevices and had to be shot. When the range wars broke out

between the slleepmen and the cattlemen, new perils were encountered.
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Martha also was a lzeeper of ]:)ees an(l was al)le to Worle With them
without fear or harm from their stings. She was neig’hborly and generous to

less fortunate friends and relatives.

One of her sons, at the age of five, fell upon the stem of a cut wiﬂow,
which ran into his nose and caused a hemorrhag’e and he bled to death. Five
sons and five claug’hters grew to adulthood. This {amily was the real
achievement of Martha Hunter. Of her sons, three became lnishops, the other
two were counselors to loishops. All were married in the Temple and had larg’e
families, raising them in L.D.S. homes. These were the clays of midwives and

little medical care. She delivered one of her babies herself. She and Edward
acloptecl an Indian lnal)y, whose mother had died. The ]Jal)y was known as
Saidee, and was raised as thoug‘h she were born into the family.

It was not all toil and llarclsl‘lip in Mormon pioneer towns. Dancing,
dramas, and quilting’ socials were enjoye(l as only the Mormon pioneer knew
how to enjoy them. Early in Grantsville, a band was org’anize(]. and an opera
house was built. In Martha's early married life she attended a dance, and hurt
her husband's feeling’s Ly clancing’ the first dance with a young man while her
husband danced with Mary Ann, his first wife. He thought she should wait
to dance her first dance with him. Thus, plural marriage ]:)roug'ht its own
prol)lems of etiquette!

The mem])ers of the two Hunter families were to each other as real
brothers and sisters. They felt as one larg’e family, which indeed they were.

When Martha was £i£ty-one, her husband died. Her youngest child was
seven. Edward had provided well for his families, and they did not suffer
financial hards}lip after his death. In common with other early Utah settlers
they had purchase(l stock in the enterprises and industries of Utah. The
Z.C.M.1., the Amalgamate(]. Sugar Co., the Consolidated Wagon and Machine
Shop were among the stocks they purchase(l. Stocks were held l)y Martha
Hunter. It was the interest from these investments that gave her income
during' her long' years of widowhood, after she sold her farm and sheep.

When Martha sold her {amily farm to August K. An(],erson, he made a

down payment planning to pay the rest later. Martha refused to hold a
mortgage or a deed so that she could foreclose if he was unable to pay her the



rest of the money. "You have more confidence in me than I have in myself,"

lle tolcl ller. He was al)le to pay tlle clebt in {ull

She sold her sheep in 1915 and divided the money among her children,
and g’ranclcllilclren of those who had died, saying, "l want to see the children

enjoy this momney while I am alive."

She also owned three houses in Grantsville, living in one and renting
out the other two. Her health was very g’ood up until the time of her last
illness. Contentment was one of the chief characteristics of the last years of
this woman's life. She was g’rateful to be in(lepenclent. She lived alone
peacefully and happily. She loved to read, and the Deseret News was her
paper. She also en]'oye(l lig’ht fiction, novels and tales of adventure. Visits
with old-timers were especially enjoyaljle to her. Martha hated display or over
exaggderation, and showed her ancestry in her controlled emotion and plain

speech.

Martha was buried at the side of her companion in the Grantsville
Cemetery, having’ passe(]. to the other side on 28 November 1924. She left 83
g’randchildren and 126 great grandchildren. Her 83 years on this earth were
spent in serving the Lord and her family, and her leg'acy continues to pass
tlu‘oug’l‘l her posterity to many generations.

Source: History of Martha H Hunter by Helen Hale Winward
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